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What is at Stake?
The future of the Democratic party

depends upon the success of th. (icne-

ral Afiseinbly in framing a law to pro¬
tect the State from the " cut-worms of

the treasury." To advise the Legisla¬
ture to provide for paying the del>t. or

for receiving the coupons into the trea¬

sury in any other manner than that

provided in the Riddi.mhkkoku bill,

ia to advise that body to do just
what it did in 1871 and again in 187'.',
and just what it was defeated in the
latter year for having done. There ar?

one hundred and twenty-eight thou¬
sand negro voters in Virginia who
will rally under the MLI.(OMII
standard whenever he chooses to

raise it, and who would do so whether
he might propose to pay all the State
debt or repudiate all of it. Thc Legis¬
lature cannot stop " tinkering with the

debt-question.*' lt is bound to "tin-

ker " with it so as to enforce the Rid- j
Ba_..BM*.¦ bill, or else see the Demo¬
cratic party defeated again; and it is a

hard case that our legislators should be

denounced as "tinkers" by person> j
who encouraged and advocated all the
.' tinkering " schemes which have been
resorted to by the General Assembly. If
there wore a Mahon i: organ now pub¬
lished in Richmond, the Democrats who

talk about reopening the debt question.
instead of enforcing the Riddi.k-
hekokk settlement, would perhaps
" sing another tune." Read the Lynch¬
burg platform. Read the joint resolu¬
tion adopted by the last Legislature on

this subject. Recall tbe promises made
last year and the year before by our

stump-speakers, and then, if you think
proper to do so. rail at the Legislature j
as a body of " tinkers."
The Staunton fumiSOMUn sssumes

the true position, as follows :

"The I'nited States Supreme Court
in its decision Monday of the Virginia
coupon cases decided no new principle,
and did not change the situation from
what it was under the Stanley Mat¬
thews decision. The State can just as

effectually block the creditors' way as

it could before the decision. The law
to demand the presentation of the bond
with the coupons will soon be applied,
and if that doesn't bar them enough
there are still other ways in Judge Sta-

ples's opinion.11
Rut the bondholders would have you

believe that all these "other ways"
will be mere "tinkering," They play
their role well. Their agents and
abettors are trying now, as they did in

April. 1885, to make the people of

Virginia believe that the Supreme
Court of the United States has decided
either that the State must prove a nega¬
tive or else that she is bound to receive
counterfeit coupons for taxes. Does
it stand to reason that the Supreme
Court of the United States has made

sny such decision?.and that, too,
after having decided in 1881, ami again
in 1885, that the Riddlkhkkukit bill
was a constitutional measure, and after
having said in one of the opinions of
Monday last that the act of January
14, 1888, is -a valid enactment '"i
How could two decisions thus opposing
each other face to face stand in any
court}

Local Option.
The Salem Times-Register is highly

indignant because of the passage, in its

present form, of the House local-option
bill. It says, among other things :

.Il it is wrong to sell whiskey in
the country, it is equally wrong to Bell
it in the cities, the very head centres of
rice and intemperance; and if it is
right that rural districts should vote for
or against ita sale in their midst, why
is it not right that cities should be com¬
pelled to do likewise? "

Our contemporary asks a question
very naturally arising; but we suspect
ftlat ths liquor-dealers would, many oi
them at leaat, side with the Time-
Register, and prefer to bring on the
.ght " all along the Ime " at once. It
ia none of our right as it stands, but
we have admired the shrewd tactics of
the Richmond clergymen who wish to

make tbe citadel the last objective
point, and to take it in true military
aty le, by gradualapproaches. Weare not
authorized to speak for them, and they
have never mentioned the subject to
ua. but we guess that they did not de¬
ane te have th. liquor*dealers and
-makers of the cities brought into the
contest with all their money.that is.

they prefer to close up first the drink
iog-houaes in the country, where public
opinion ia ripe for such a movement
snd then bring all their forces to beat
upon the cition. That, at least, is ont

view of the matter.
We Uk. it for granted that the La

f-laturo will pass a local-option bill
Certainly tbe people seem to bo ben
upon securing the right to rote on thi
liquor-question. But even if they art

net, both political parties have pledgee
ft-maehoo to poss auch a bill. What
will bo tho features of tbe bill nobodj
knows, as is clear from tbe action oi

ibe Senate committee on tho House bill

yesterday.
If Masfscbitaet-, or Sow York, or

Pennsylvania hi'! hean the State thu*
med tbe decision might have been just
tbe reverse,.Richmond Dispatch.

le there a man in the Cnite-d State*
who doubt* for a moment that the de¬
cision of tbe Supreme Court would have
been "just the reverse " in all th*»e
coupon cases if any one of the northern
or western States had been the party
defendant ?.Ch«rlottmite Chronicle.

Yea; a Republicen paper in Henry
county censurea the Dispatch for having
spoken of a court composed wholly of

appointee* of Republican Presidents as

a partisan court influenced either by
sectional or party prejudices.

Popularizing Colleges.
Ihe professors at the University of

Vitginia are taking it turn about de¬

livering lectures, to whieh the public
are invited. This is a move in the

right direction, and we hope it will not

be confined to the professors of that
institution. Indeed, we hope that the
lecturers will not bc satisfied with the
comparatively limited 'popular audi¬
ences that can bs secured at the 1 ni-

versity. No one who keeps up with the
current literature of the day can fail
to sec that our Virginia professors
are wofully behind the same class in
the North in bringing before the public
and popularizing by writing and lec¬
turing themselves and the institutions
in which they hold chairs. The criti¬
cism may seem harsh, but it is none the
less true, that the average Virginia
professor does too little to keep our

higher institutions of learning before
the people. Few of them attend the

meetings of the leading scientific
bodies, contribute articles to popu¬
lar migi/ines, or arc heard from the

platform. They expect the masses to

learn all about our colleges and uni¬
versities from the catalogues that are

sent out annually, when they should
know that thc majority of catalogues
take the most direct route to the waste¬

basket. If a man has already made up
his mind to send his son to college he

may examine the catalogues of several
inRtitutions in order to determine which
institution is the best; but we dare

say the fewest number of men have
leached the conclusion that there
sons should go to college simply from
having catalogues thrust into their
hands. The scope of the college cur¬

riculum and of college work in gen¬
eral is a sealed book to the general run

of men who have not attended college
themselves. As for the leading north¬
ern colleges, a vast deal of their popu¬
larity and success is due to the fact
that their professors are constantly
engaged in educating the ouldie.
But it may be said that our

piofessors are not paid to edu-
(ate the public, and that already-
most of them are hard-worked. True ;

but if. by educating the public, they
can excite enthusiasm for higher educa¬
tion, they will increase the revenues of
the institution.* to which they arc at¬
tached. The result of this would in
tbe end bc that they would be bet¬
ter paid. and. where necessary, fur¬
nished with assistants. Some time ago
Professor Chablks H. Winston, one

of the few excepted in our criticism,
delivered in this city an exceedingly
instructive course of lectures. These
lectures were not only enjoyed by the

public, but accomplished much in the
way of interesting our people in Rich¬
mond College. Professor VTlKBTOK'l
lectures were ev idences in themselves of
good work at the college. His example
should have been followed by other Pro¬
fessors. There are numbers of Virginia
professors who are capable of preparing
popular lectures on subjects imme¬
diately connected with the;r chairs. If
a plan could be perfected to have these
professors deliver a lecture each in
Richmond during the winter we might
have two or three lectures a week du¬
ring the whole season. This would
not only afford entertainment and in¬
struction for the public, but would
open their eyes in respect of the intel¬
lectual equipment of our leading edu¬
cators, and thc high plane upon which
our colleges and universities stand. It
would do more than anything else that
could be done to dissipate the too-

prevalent impression that our profes¬
sors and our colleges are behind thc
age as compared with similar men

and similar institutions at the North.

Nay more, to take the most utilitarian
view nf the matter.and that view i.s

presented for the especial consideration
of the trustee " Dons ".it would put
many a 'dollar into the treasuries of
Virginia colleges.

At. Fault.
A writer for the Lynchburg Advance.

who signs himself " Stanley," quotes
from the Federal Constitution the fol¬
lowing words .

**The judicial power of the United
States shall not be construed to extend
to any suit in law or equity, commenced
or prosecuted against one of the Toiled
States by citizens of another State, or

by citizens or subjects of any foreign
Sute."
And then "Stanley" comments as

follows:
11 From which it will be seen by

these 'strut conslructioni.'.ts,' these
patriots that rely so entirely upon the
Utter of the lair, that not one word is
said in it forbidding a suit in the Federal
court* against a State by her own citi¬
zens."

"Stanley" must -'read up." The
eleventh amendment does not forbid
suits in the Federal courts against a

State by her own citizens. And why
not I We answer, because the Consti¬
tution, as it came from tha hands ol
its framers, forbsds such suits. Arti¬
cle HI., section 2, paragraph 1. pro¬
vides as followa I

.. The judicial power shall extend to
sll cases in law and. equity * * '

between a State snd citizens of enothei
State; between citizens of different
Sletes; (and) between citizens of thi
ssltoe State claiming lands under grant'
of different States."
There sre still two of these prohibi¬

tions by implication in force. Expressir
uniue exclusio est alt erins. Citizem
of the same State, it in clearly implied,
cannot sue one soother in the Federal
courts unless they claim lands undei
grants of different Stets.. Otherwise,
there would be no meaning ia the quali¬
fying words. Citizens, it is equally
clear, cannot eua their own State; be¬
cause otherwise there would be no

neoM ia providing that citi-sas of dif-

ferent States might eue one another in

the Federal courts.
The eleventh amendment, therefore,

merely forbid! citizens of another State

to sue a State. 11 leaves the section other¬
wise unimpaired in its force. It atitl
forbids citizens to sue their own State.

Ohio is a politics-mad community,
an aggregation of party lunatics, idiots,
and scoundrels. It is the only State
in the Union which appears to be inca¬

pable of self-government..Chicago
Herald.
And yet Ohio's present Governor

snd one of her United States senators

came to Virginia last fall to teach us

our political duties.

r

Of course the State of Virginia ought
to pay her just debts, but what her
just debts are has been left by thc Con¬
stitution of the United States to her
own sovereign judgment, and it re¬

mains to be seen whether this attempt
of the Supreme Court of the I'nited
Stales to substitute its opinion in this
matter for that of the State will suc¬

ceed.. Charle*tt>n News and Courier.

Well said.

BRIEF COMMENT.

"The late HVOBJ Conway has
taken to writing poetry." We imagine
it is very spirited.

.' Frank Hatton is said to be

shaping things for Lo*ian." That set¬

tles it. Looan'"* fate is sealed.

" Fortunately for the country the

Treasury building is nailed down."
Were it not, it would have disappeared
during Republican rule.

It would appear from the number of
cases of jail-breaking reported from

North Carolina that the jails of that
State are not very inviting.

"The New Vork Civil Service Re¬
form Association met on Wednesday,
but only nine members were present."
It is probable that the others were out

oftice-seeking._
Lieutenant A. W. Gkkei.v is a pro¬

perty-owner in Orange county, Florida.
He has a trad of 160 acres at the south
end of Lake Conway, about six miles
south of Orlando. That accounts for
the recent blizzard in Florida.

The Chambersburg Spirit says ;

"Suppose, now, Dakota, Montana, and
Washington Territories are admitted
into the Union, couldn't it be arranged
to turn some of our decayed States into
Territories. " Ohio, for instance. s

Tbe Cl-BBS,
To the Editor of the Dispatch :

The condition of tho State of Vir¬
ginia is anomalous and alarming. I!
sides, the current legislation of the
State is so loose, ill-advised, and corrupt
that the labyrinth in whit h her debt has
placed her. by legislation of our own

State, the decisions of our own Court of
Appeals, and of the Supreme Court of
the I'nited States, so far appears to he
inextricable and alarming. It is need¬
less to look back to thc errors of the
past: the grave and momentous ques¬
tion confronts us.viz., What can be
done to relieve us ! Our Legislature,
both under Mahone and Democratic
rules, has striven by ingenious and
artful contrivances to shield ni
from the baneful and harassing
effects of that Pandora's hov, the
cause of all our troubles, the
funding bill of 1871, But allin vain,

while the .Supreme Court ol' the United
States, in its overshadowing and om¬

nipotent power, misa, whether right or

wrong, that they will strike down the
power of a State to control its own

.flairs, enforce her domestic regula¬
tions, and, by the potent mandamus,
execute the municipal laws of the State,
administer her finances, and imprison
her oflicers for contempt. It is rather
amusing, if it was not too serious a

matter, to witness the futile strategy
of our Legislature. It seems to be
manifest they are at their wit's end.
In former days, in the early history of
our country.the period of the alien
and sedition lawn, when party spirit
was tierce and threatened a crisis, grow¬
ing out of the assumption of con¬

structive powers by the Federal Oov-
ernnient, to the disparagement and di¬
stinction of State sovereignty.the
voice of our Le.islatnre, uttered in

calm, truthful, and logical form, was

sent forth ia appeals to Congress and
the people. The celebrated resolutions
of HW and L7W, immortal because of
their soundness aud purity, accomplish¬
ed a revolution and saved the republic.
Wc then had a Madison, a Jefferson, and
others, who fought upon the idea that
truth was powerful and must prevail.
That same power and spirit which
launched forth thc declaration of Ameri¬
can independence, generated in State
Legislatures, brought forth the famous
resolutions of *W and ".*',». It may be
thought to be in vain and useless to ap¬
peal to an inexorable power, accus¬

tomed to all the outrages of reconstruc¬
tion. This i.s an unmanly excuse. Let
us, at least, enter our protest and give
form and shape to great fundamental
principles. Under the crushing hand
of the Federal court we may have to

pay the coupons, but an appeal to the
sober " second thought" of the nation
may yet save the conceded sovereignty
of the State and stay tbe hand of Fed¬
eral encroachment.

In tho mean time it has occurred to
the writer that inasmuch as no man in

the Legislature seems wise enough to
devise a remedy, ld them appoint a

commission of such jurists as Judge
Robertson, Judge Staples, and J. lt.
Tucker to devise and submit a plan ol
action in reference to the State debt,
If anything can be done they will do it,
and if nothing can be done they may
put an end to the expense of litigatior
growing out ofcrude, stratetegic shemes

Again : Let us appeal to Congress t
arrest the oppression oi legislation a

to the powers of the Federal ju dicier?
They can only reach the State by tin
exercise of the power to issue the com

mon law writs of prohibition or man
danni.*. This power is regulated a

present by statute, and if Congress
seeing the dangerous extent to which i
is used, will modify the statute as i
ahould be. the decisions of the Suprein
Court would not embarrass us. Tb
jiiiiadiction of the court is detined b;
the Conititution, but the mode of pro
ceeding end executing judgments b
statutes enacted by Congress.
The .crisis is too alarming, grea

fundamental principles are at stake
and if there be any statesmanship ii
tbe land it ought to be called into re

.juibitioa. Chatham.

ll-rMi.nl, AeiS l*iiu.s|.h*i«-.
IN MOHT-S.VEAT8 AND HBOHTBA

TION.
Dr. R. Studhalter, St. Louis. Mo.

says : " I ban used it in dyspeptic
nervous prostraUoo, and io l^'at
sweat., with very good re.slti."

THE NEW CABINET.

GLADSTONEAND SOME OF HIS
ADYI8ER8.

Bi ii li*« er ihe rreatl-r. ll-ur? I amaa-ll-
Hnifimii, Earl a..irf r, an. air Willlaat

terasa Hst. sun.

Relow we present sketches of Mr.
Gladstone and several of hiR Cabinet.

THK I'RKMIKR.
William Ewart Gladstone was born

December 2'.-, 1800, the fourth son of

Sir John I -ladstone. Baronet, merchant,
of Liverpool, and was educated at F.ton
and Christ Church, Oxford. He was

graduated as double first-class man. In
lS32hcwas elected a member ot the
House of Commons from Newark, as a

Conservative, and contiuedto represent
{tat borough until 184.. He was one

of the lunior Lords of the Treasury,
I884-*3S : I ndcr-Secretary of Mate for
tbe Colonies, January to April, 1885;
Vice-president of the Hoard of Trade,
184W43; President of the Hoard ot
Trade, I843-'45; Secretary of State for
the Colonies, 1 845*'4G : member of Par¬
liament for the University of Oxford.
1847-*-" "> Chancellor of ihe r',\che.(tier.
185_>'58, and again lvv.i.'iii; : member
of Parliament for South Lancashire,
I8C5«'68; member of Parliament for
Greenwich, 1868*'80; Prime Minister.
December '¦'. 1868, to February 81,
1 ¦*-7 I tneii.her of Parliament for Mid¬
lothian. 1880. Ob April 28, ls*!), he
was appointed Prime Minister and
Chancellor of the F.xche pier. Ile re¬

signed the last-named position DocotB*
her 16, 1882, and tho Promiorahip on

June '.'. 1885, His return to power is
in consequent e of the defeat and resig¬
nation of the Conservative Administra¬
tion headed by the Marquis of Salis¬
bury.

Mr. Gladstone is une.pialled in par¬
liamentary cxpeiieii"-' and rosdinosi in

.'..hate, and his oratory ia of the high-
eel order. The measures, passel tu

1870, which disendowed the li -ii
Church and gave Ireland a liberal-land
bill, are remarkable evidences of his
skill in originating and carrying com¬

prehensive schemes ot" legislation.
Among his achievements sine 1880 ar.'

a second land bill for Ireland, a change
in the rules of procedure in the House
of Commons, ami the passage in that
body of the representation of the peo¬
ple bill, an election under thc pro¬
visions of which took place last fall.
His foreign policy is. perhaps, general¬
ly regarded as lesa fortunate than his
domestic.
He was married, in 1839, to the

eldest daughter of Sir Stephen Glynne,
Haionet. who is still living. Two of
his sons sit in thc Hons, of Comm >:is.

one la a clergyman of the Church of
Knglsnd, and two daughters are mar¬

ried to liiini-ters of the Establishment.
Bl i BKTAR, DI M AK.

Mr. Campbell-B.inneruiati, Secretary
of War in the new Gladstone Cabinet.

is a Scotchman. He was born in tbe
year l>3ti, and is the second son of the
late Sir .lames Campbell, of Strath-
cathro, Forfarshire. His mother's name
was Bannerman, which, thirteen years
ago. he added to his patronymic. After
being at Glasgow University he was en¬

tered a student at Trinity College. Cam¬
bridge, where he graduted B. A. in

1858, and M. A. three years later. He
married a daughter of Major-General
Sir Charles Bruce, K. C. B., in the year
1 smi. fa 1868 he was elected member
of Parliament for Stirling.

Mr. Campbell-Bannerman held the
post of Financial Secretary to the Wai
Othce during the first Gl__*.M Ad¬
ministration from November, 1H71. to

February, I874* and when Mr. Glad¬
stone became Prime Minister the second
time, in April. 1>^ii. he received the
same appointment. Subsequently he
was made Secretary to the Admiralty,
and afterwads Chief Secretary for De¬
land.

His administrative skill and ability
and discretion in the conduct of parlia¬
mentary business receive recognition in

the important office to which he is noir

called.
CHANCEI.Ul. OK THE I'M'llK^lKK.

Sir William George Granville Vei-
non-Harcourt is the son of a clergyman
of the Church of England. He was born

at Nunehara Park, Oxfordshire, in 1H27,
educated at Rugby and Trinity College.
Cambridge, and called to tho har of the
Inner Temple in lH&ii

lu 1800 he wa* mada Q uea'a emu-

.el, and filled the chair of international
law in the University of Cambridge
from 1869 to 1873. He entered the
Gladstone Cabinet in 1873, going out of
office with the Ministry in Februery,
1874. From 18G8 to 1880 he sat in
the House of Commons as member for
Oxford, and in the election of 1880 was
chosen for Derby. In that year he ac¬

cepted the Secretaryship of State for
the Home Department in the Liberal
Ministry, which took office on the de¬
feat of the Disraeli (iovernnient. He
went out of office on June 9. 18W,
when the second Gladstone Administra¬
tion was defeated, and resigned.

Sir William was one of thc original
contributors to the Saturday Review,
and wrote a series of papers on Interna¬
tional Law for the London Times,
which were afterwards published in a

volume. He was successively a mem¬

ber of the two royal commissions ap¬
pointed to amend thc neutrality and
the naturalization laws. This distin¬
guished roan has been twice married,
tirst to Theresa, daughter of Lady The¬
resa Lewis, and second, in 1876, to

Mrs. Ives, daughter of the late John
Lathrop Motley.

In his political views >ir William
Vernon-Harcourt is generally in ac ord
with his honored chief. He excels as a

speaker, beingnotaurpass.il if equalled
in the command of kern and concise
expression. His party foes have reason

to be wary of his caustic oratory. On
occasion his speech is a distillation of
honey.
IDHI) PBBSIDEBT ol' THK OOCMCIL.
The Right Honorable F.arl Spencer

was born in the year 1835, the eldest
son of the fourth Karl Spencer. I >ut-
side of the ranks of the hereditary
.ristocracy he would be known ai

John Poyntz Spencer.
He received his preparatory educa¬

tion at Westminster school, and is a

graduate of Christ Church, Oxford. In
1858 he married Charlotte Fran-es
Frederick, third daughter .>f Frederick
Seymour, filth son of Lord Hugh Sea¬
mour. This lady was in her best days
accounted one of the most beautiful
women in Kngland.

Fail Spencer wa- appointed Lord
Lieutenant of Ireland ia 1 JW, He held
the position until the downfall of the
lust GladatOOe Administration, in 187 I.
With the return of the Liberals to

power, in the spring of 1**111. he wis

appointed I.ord President of the Coun¬
cil, the same offl e which he is now

given. This he held until March 19.
1- :. He became Lord Lieutenant of
Ireland the tecond time May 3, L882,
and continued at I inblin untili the resig¬
nation of the (ilad.tom- Cabinet last
.lune. Hil edminietratiou was firm
and exceedingly unpopular with th
Irieb.
The noble Fail is fair-skinned, and

his hair ami ample b ard are of ruddy
hue. He is a man of culture and abil¬
ity, but never accused of astonishing
brilliancy.

A DEOOPING BONG-BIED.
I ir.ka l.ri.l.r. Hip 1'iit.ni I ii.mil*. V:

1,1'im Alai-siasti nt in i.'Hi'ioii.

Her engagement in 1877 and luhie*
quently as the pritna donna of Colonel
Mapleson's opeia troupe ha> mada
Madame Gerster sad the American

public eera weil acquainted, particu¬
larly in New fork. "..he. Ins many
friends on this side of the Atlantic.
>he i- a Catholic in religion, and has

prominently misted in church opera¬
tion*, such is laney fairs, while Haying
in the Ktnpire city.

r-telka Gerster is a Hungarian, ind
was bom at Kaichaa is the year I*-. ..

Her patents w re well-to-do. and her
musical studies were at lirst pursued
with the exclusive riew to the attain¬
ment ol'a graceful accomplishment. On
account of her wonderful talent, h>w-
ever, she was persuaded by competent
jodgei to piep.re for professional life

She nco.idingly bucame a pupil in
the Conservetorr of Vienna, where she
Blade ispid progress ia her trt. After
maktigher dibutmt an operatic singer
at Venice, che appeared in Berlin.
where she wa.s received with great ap¬

plause. Her triumphs weie renewed

in Florence. St. Petersburg, snd Lon¬
don. The first of her visits to the
United States was. as already state.1.
in 1-77. and resulted in the rapid es

tiblishment of her exceeding popularity
on this continent.
The distinguishing peculiarity ol

Madame t.sister's voice is a elver bell¬
like purity of tone, which is admirably
suited to the lighter order of operas,
like .. Sonnambula" and 'Linda di
Chamouni!." She is said to be with¬
out exception the finest Amine on thc
modem stage. Besides Italian open
she appears to great advantage in thc
songs of Schubert and Sc'sumann.

While singing in an Italian city sht
first met her husband, Signor (iardini
who managed the theatre in which sh*
appeared. Gardini always accwmpinie:
her ia her travels.

Congressman W. C. P. Breckinridge
of Kentucky, end Clifton K. Breckin
ridge, of Arkansas, sre cousins, th
foimer being tha son of Rev. R. J
Bretkinridge. au eminent Presbyterial
clergyman rsi" the South, and the latta
the ion of the famous Democratic pru
aidential candidate, John C. Breckin
ridge.

OUR OYSTER INDUSTRY.

a vi ont -a om ¦MnersJ a_BM.tr -ae_«Bi_i
Vl-ai- Oar ll.l. I'l ', (hal Un He'll

Evt.a.tlr.-Krrsrs C.rr->-.*>.-* Few Sa.-
I-tllon*.

To the Editor of the Dispatch :

Helieving tbat the oyster industry of
our State, properly appreciated and en¬

couraged, is destined to become a great
element of wealth ami prosperity to our
people, and a source of considerable
revenue to the State, I crave a brief
space in your columns to direct the at¬
tention of our legislators to this subject.
Allow me. as a Tidewater man, as a

friend of theoyster-nan, and. above all.
as a loyal citizen of Virginia, to express
the hope that our legislature will not
adjourn until it shall have done some¬

thing to take this industry out of the
old rut in which it has been for io many
years. The oystcrmen complain that
they arc subjected to unequal and un¬

just taxation, and the citizens of other
sections of the State murmur because
the oyster does not contribute mote to
the levcnues of the Commonwealth. I
east.bo that there is ground for the
complaints of each.

If it be true as contended that the
beds of our bays, rivers, and creeks arc
held by thc Commonwealth in trust for
tbe people, the trust ought to be ad¬
ministered for the benefit of all the
people, and not entirely for a particular
class or section. Therefore, a> a Tide¬
water man, I frankly admit that this
industry ought to contribute to the ex¬

penses of the State and the general
prosperity of the people, and I am pre¬
pared to assert that it may be made to
do both without injury to the industry
and without additional burdens to tho-e
engaged in it.
No subject in my opinion at thia

time ought to more confidently and COB*

stantly invoke tlc best thought of our

Virginia legislators. The statesman
who will give to it his most earnest

study and apply to its solution a broad
:ind oinpretensive spirit, will in the
beginning encounter deep-seated pre¬
judices, but will ultimately find a ri li
reward.

In dealing with this question we have
heretofore acted upon the theory that
the oyster-beds of this Commonwealth
are inexhaustible. Human science and
philosophy, the common observation .if
even the most casual, and the actual
experience of every practical oyster-
man demonstrate with axiomatic pre i-

sion the fallacy of such an idea, .-sci¬

entists tell us that to every 1.000 full-
;:rown oysters we find not more than
421 ha!f-.:rown ones: that about il
per cent, of all full-grown oysters pro*
duce young, and that every inch ful I

grorrn oyster lays at least 1,000.000
e^gs. Then it irresistibly follows tin'.
under our present system of deple¬
tion without cultivation, two results
necessarily follow .Iirst. the annual
sacrifice ot' millions of young oysters,
ard secondly, the ultimate exhaustion
and destructioa of the beds. Again,
where is the Virginian who hi
breathed our soft sea a-r th-j. ht*
lint braid of and tasted, too. the deli¬
cious Hampton-bar oyster? Th'-
mention of this celebrated bi valre will
doubtie-s recall to many of your read¬
ers fond and ten tiona ol the
past. The Hampton-bar oyster is no

longer a luxury of the sessido. The
places that knew him once knew him
DO more. The submarine bottoms
wh.-ie in tinif.i | sst he was found ii

abundance are as bairen of product! .a

as the iso ly desert, lt is no uncom¬
mon thing to hear o'ir oysterman com¬

plain of the depletion of the natural
lied-, and lhat. too. in waters when; the
drodge is never used. And such has
been the history of the same policy
elsewhere: indeed, it* invariable his¬
tory. On the rich oyster-beds of fon¬
dle, on the coast ol' Normandy, from
1842 to 1849 52,000,000 oysters were
caught on an aversge every year. In
1859 the number had decreased to

16.000,000, in l".l to 9.000,01
363 t. 2.0 10,01 .'. au! in 1 -'.'. to

1,100.000.
Then, if it be true that many of our

natural oyster-beds have been destroyed
and those left aa arc being gradually
exhausted, something must be done, or

this industry, which furn.boa employ¬
ment and food to .-.o many of our peo-

aril] reasc to eiist. The remedy
consists, in my judgment, in a radical
change of policy. Thro are thousands
upon thousands of acres of suimaruio
soil in the waters nf \ irginia absolutely
profitless, unused and unoccupied either
liv tbe tong".1n. the dredger, or the
plantei. which might by pro¬
per legislation be made a source

of gieat revenue to the State
and of incalculable profit to her citi¬
zens. How can this great result be at¬

tained .- Let the Legislature appoint a

commission to examine these grounds
and ascertain which of them arc used as

natuial o)st-r bed- or rocks, an i when
ti.at commission has reported, let th.
Legislature declare that such of
jinan.i> ii- no not iiaodss oat .ral bet¬
er rocks -ha.l be open to planting pur¬
poses for a period say of twenty years
to any one who will in good faith pl mt
oysters, on them, the 8tste chsrging s

fan lental for the use of the grounds.
It requires vast capital to coodtti t

such a (rosiness. Capita] will not, aa

the law now stands, touch the grounds,
because, iirst, the tenure is liable at

any-time to be disturbed by a ch.
of thc law; and secondly, because ex¬

perience bas demonstrated that the
definition of a natural oyster-bed or

lock ia so uncertain an to make any
eilort to plant on debatable ground an

enterprise ot great risk. No capitanst
is willing to invest his money on the
cast of the judicial die. But let the
Legislature determine by metes and
bounds, specifically and civ finitely, what
grounds are open to planting, and
then lix the tenure definitely for
a specific period. 'I hu.* the whole mat¬
ter will bucome omi of contract, and
capital will not be backward in en¬

gaging in the business. I will not

pause to point out in detail the raoul.
of such a policy. Under, proper restric¬
tions, at the expiration of the twenty
.ems these exhausted bed- will bo re¬

claimed and repleted. In the mean

lime oyster-packing houses will line our
seashores ; a hom. market will he af¬
forded our tong.an ; our laborers; will
find remunerative employment: the
revenues of the State increase, and the
accretions from the business lind invest¬
ment either in its enlargement or iu en¬

terprises of other kinds in our State.
Let me briefly illustrate The Legisla¬
ture of l-'vi passed an act opening a

portion of Hampton Flats (about 1,800
or 2,000 acra*> to planting purposes for
a period of twenty years. There aito

to-day planted on those grounds over

400,000 bl.BO. of oysters, involving
an expenditure of |50,080, Tho*.«
oysters were purchased oi our tong-
men. and this creates to some axtenl
ths home market.
The oysters have begun to realize

something to the planters, and during
this and the preceding season nearlv
$10,000 have been expended in ukin;
them up from the grounds. Frequently
during the severity of winter, when oui

oyatermen cannot go to the more dis
tant oyster-beds, these grounds atTjn
remunerative employment. Nor ia thi:
all. These fiats (about 1,900 aero

being taken up) will pay in revenue ti

the State this year MOO; and this i

equal to thc tax on 1,500 acres of ara

hie laud with au atsessiuent of jv.t i

per acre, which ls abere tbe average of
our land aMensments. Of these flats
Colonel McDonald, of the United States
Fish Commission, in 1881. before the
passage of tbe law. wrote :

"The Hampton Flats iurnjshed a

notable example of s condition of things
thst is beginning to prevail extensively
in Virginia waters. Formerly they were
covered with a natural growth of oys¬
ters that bsd great reputation, andcom¬
manded a high price in the markets.
They lay right at the doors of Hamp¬
ton, and gave profitable employment to
her fishermen. Now these il ats are ex¬

hausted ; and though possessing a pro-
ductile capacity of nearly half a mil¬
lion bushels annually "Bider judicious
planting, the law of the Stile prohibit¬
ing planting 'oyster-r.iiks' keeps them
barren, when an annual inc.imo of sst
less thin 1125.000 is poeeible. There
arc not now. nor i.s it likely there et cr
will be again, any natural, wild oyster
growing there. Vet _ .KISS of tai
planting-ground at tl.e very doors ot
the oysterroen are CMinpelle.i to he idle
through ihort-sighted prejudice."
These flats are but a epeck in Vir¬

ginia's broad expanse of waters. AH
around these n_ts are other grounds
eejtially as well adapted to planting, un¬

used, unoccupied, unreuiuneratne. like
vast wilds or hidden mmes, awaitin.-
thc touchstone of enterprise and de¬
velopment. Capital dare not touch
them, for they mice contained natural
oyster-beds, and the start ieciete ol'
the only Virginia court that ever paseed
upon theqtie.-ition established the prin¬
ciple that in law once in oyster-bed
ilways so. Only the Legislature ri

in est them ot that character.
Now, in conclusion, if these nae

pied grounds shall be opened to the
planter, there is no reason why a great
industry may not be built up, the reve¬

nue from oysters Increased, and the
taxes of which the tongmen . otnnlain
as burdensome relieved. Capital il
ready to mike the experiment. Will
the Legislature take hold of the Bsbject
and give it an intelligent and thoron.'1:
inve ligation V.r ukin.
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T Editor of (he Dil
I opposed I.e;td iustet ism solely on th*

(round that any law interfering willi
the receipt of coupons in paynton! nt

taxes would be contrary to the Federal
Constitution, and. therefore, tl.- pa :

of any statute inten led to have this eftVct
would be useless or have tn be main¬
tained by a course of legislstioo which
would bring upon us the 'ensure

in my opinion des T'.-I of all
civilized States. I took thi- groun f

only from the fact that, utile-s oui pe .-

pie were convinced it was impossible,
they would m-ist upon a c ii pulsory
settlement in the line with the Ri Idle
berger bill. They still demand thsi
the creditor shall be me le to l .'ul¬
and, myself for one, it I must go down
in the mud, 1 sm for g.-ttun; t

bottom is soon se possible, eo that I can
turn my attention tn getting oul again
As one more step towoi
the creditor know where be stands,
and as a matter of justice to the
in view "t the known fact thst msnj
outstanding coupons aro fraudulent, why
:mt pass au a,t making tho pn-.sossi.iii
or attempting to utter a fraud dent
oupon punishable by tine and impri¬
sonment analogous to the Federal law
in reference to counterfeit mon >.fine
not les.-, ti.an $5,000 nor more thin
110.00(1 and confinement io the
ti unary ten years : and in a second ad.
as it might not bold water, making thc

possession of the coupon 1 y other than
the holder of the bund prima-fat c e-1-

dence of guilt, instructing Stol
to indict all person- known to hare
stub coupons in their possession

I annot ssy that am- ,uch law
cord with my ideas of right, but it
-i'ins that Virginia's crsditori have not
learned what President Johnson io bi*
messegS, io I8l '.'.gave them credit for.
to-wit. .¦ The lessons of the past ad*
moiiish the lender that it is not well to
lie over-anxious in exacting from the
borrower rigid coin; liam e with tba Iel
ter of the I.omi." And, as

stated, a- ir ; .¦ i li demand it.

pose I too must say.
- KM.
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